
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

WALTON HALL ACADEMY PARENT BULLETIN 

In these unprecedented times, we know how important it is for us all to keep in touch.   Rather than sending out 

letters, we will be sending out our Parent Bulletin to help keep you fully informed. 

Message from the Principal 

As lockdown continues, we do appreciate just how draining this situation is for parents and 

students who are deprived of their usual social interactions and have very curtailed freedom of 

movement. It has been such an unpresented situation and has brought worries about progress, 

exams and generalised anxiety about what school, indeed society, will be like post lockdown. The 

situation has brought forward some shining examples of community spirit from “Captain Tom” to 

the very young children who have been brave, stayed at home and done something to help their 

family or others. Please be assured that staff have worked tirelessly to prepare for a return to 

school as soon as we safely can do so.  It is likely that the reopening of school will be phased and 

not all students will be in at any one time to ensure we can do our best to maintain social 

distancing. This may mean a staggered return for cohorts and part time provision.  Full details will 

be published, and all parents contacted where the situation has been clarified. I expect this will 

be released next week. 

In the meantime, please encourage your child to follow a good routine, engage in some creative 

activities, complete work where they can and do some physical exercise. The latter is most 

important for wellbeing. We have lots of links and resources on our website and the staff have 

made 3 films just to say hi and hopefully make everyone smile. These are on you tube- the latest 

one features our farm animals who are really missing the students. Follow the progress of the farm 

on the Walton Hall Farm facebook page. 

 Mrs Bagnall has been working very hard to upskill our staff with Makaton Signing ( via zoom) so 

look out for her video inviting you all to join in. 

On a personal note, this has been very difficult for myself as my last few months at Walton Hall 

have been spent leading a virtual school and dealing with a situation we could never have 

anticipated. It has made setting up succession for the leadership roles somewhat more of a 

challenge, but this has been achieved against the odds!  

From September, Julie Wood will be leading the school and she will be supported by Laura Paget 

who has been appointed as Acting Vice Principal for 12 months. Instead of recruiting an Assistant 

Principal, 3 key stage managers have also been appointed for 12 months so there will be 

significant movement of staff around the school for the coming year.  You will be notified by letter 

of your child’s class teaching team when this has been finalised. The successful candidates for the 

3 key stage leads were Mrs Wall (KS3) Mrs Walker (KS4) and Mrs Robinson (KS5). Congratulations to 

them all and I am sure they will very much be looking forward to starting in these new posts. For 

September we are also welcoming two new class teachers, Miss Emily Wheat and Mr Alex Steer. I 

have to say that getting things into place has come as a relief and I am very excited (on your 

behalf) for the future of Walton Hall as I can see that it really will continue to grow, develop and 

flourish with such a fabulous and committed staff team. 

I hope everyone has a relaxing weekend, stay home and stay safe, and I look forward to being 

able to share some positive news about phased reopening in the near future. 

Amanda Cameron 
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS FROM PARENTS TO OUR HELPLINES 

Safeguarding ICT Wellbeing 

Students will be receiving “Safe & Well 

Checks” from staff during school closure – 

this is just to make sure that we are picking 

up any problems if they occur.  Please 

reply when contacted, as we will follow up 

where returns are not received according 

to our Safeguarding procedures. 

If you are having 

problems with ICT 

contact the school 

for hard copies of 

work to be posted 

home. 

Please encourage your 

child to stay in touch 

with their tutor via email 

and take part in the 

various competitions 

that are running. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TIP FOR ENTERTAINING CHILDREN 

AT HOME: 

The Nation’s PE Teacher 

PE lessons every day for half an hour 

from 09:00 on “The Body Coach TV” 

(link below) for children in primary 

and secondary schools.  Give it a 

go!  This is run by well-known 

celebrity Joe Wicks, its completely 

free and done indoors. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UCAxW1XT0iEJo0TYlRfn6rYQ 

 

SCHOOL CLOSURE UPDATE: 

 

Currently school is open partially for children 

of key workers and we have a small number 

of students attending on reduced hours. 

We are closed on Friday 8th May Bank 

Holiday. 

Details of when and how we reopen will be 

published as soon as we get the 

announcement from the government that it 

is considered safe to do so. 

IMPORTANT SCHOOL INFORMATION: 

Walton Hall Academy Website 

Have a look at our Website.  This has 

lots of information regarding resources 

for students and information on 

COVID19  

waltonhallacademy@org.uk 

 

 
HELPLINES:  

Safeguarding: 

07564 956592          

d.norton@waltonhall.shaw-education.org.uk 

General: 

office@waltonhall.shaw-education.org.uk 

 

Extra Safety Advice: 

Consider not wearing jewellery, especially on hands. 

Consider removing clothes on returning home and 

washing them immediately (above 60 degrees if 

possible).  Leave your washer door open so that you 

don’t need to touch it, then after loading go and have 

a shower.  You will then be virus free and can put the 

washer to work!  Do this for children who have been 

at school also – just as an added precaution! 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAxW1XT0iEJo0TYlRfn6rYQ
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCAxW1XT0iEJo0TYlRfn6rYQ
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Food Bank 

Distribution of food bank parcels for students entitled to Free School meals have been made. 

Please email any enquiries to aclifton@waltonhall.shaw-education.org.uk 

Celebration Assemblies: 

Here at Walton Hall, we would like to maintain a positive outlook and involve you in celebrating 

our students every Friday. We always have a ‘Celebration’ assembly on Friday afternoons which is 

a lovely opportunity to find out what good work, super behaviour, personal achievements or 

displays of kindness our students have shown throughout the week. 

Each week, the parents of one class will be sent a text. You can reply to Karen Walker at 

kwalker@waltonhall.shaw-education.org.uk if you wish to nominate your child for something 

special they have done for you at home (got on with school work every day, been helpful, done 

extra chores, looked after pets, played nicely with siblings etc). Please start your email with the 

word ‘Celebration’. Four students each week will be chosen to receive a special certificate via 

email. 

History Projects 

Miss Jenkinson has set up two History projects, one all about the NHS and one about the new 

Nightingale Hospitals.  All the information for these can be found on the Walton Hall website 

under the Parent tab, COVID19 

Paint a Stone Competition 

Mrs Johns thought it might be nice to have another competition and to brighten the school for 

when we return from this very difficult situation. So, she is setting you a creative challenge.  

Please can you to find a nice stone when you are out on your daily exercise or one from your 

garden and she would like you to paint it. Simple! You can be as creative as you like - google has 

some great inspiration if your struggling!  

When we are back in school, all students can show their stones to Mrs Johns and she will choose 

1st, 2nd and 3rd place and students will receive a prize. Your stones will then be placed around 

the school site to brighten up our gardens and remind us of some of the things we have achieved 

whilst being at home.  

Red Heron Poster design 
The aim:  

Students are to design a T-shirt to remember this strange year. It must include a rainbow, be 

something aimed at young people and be a bold design that can be cut out. It would be good if 

most of the design was in one solid colour and then the rainbow in multiple colours. The poster for 

this is on page 4 of this bulletin.  

Artwork is to be submitted to khill@waltonhall.shaw-education.org.uk and we have until Thursday 

7th May 🙂  
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Chocolate Bar Project - Winners 

!st Place by Marisa with Walton Nut                          2nd Place by Dylan with Tiggers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Joint 3rd Place Kyle with Chocoroco and Reece with Leighhh 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special Award for his creativity, Martin  

 

Well done to everyone 
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 LATEST ON EXAMS 

We are aware that the DfE are working with exam boards and Ofqual to design a fair process for grade allocation to students.  

We will update you as soon as we have more details.  Year11/ students should keep undertaking work sent to them by 

teachers as they will need the learning in preparation for next stages of education and there may be an option to sit exams later 

in the year if they disagree with grades allocated.  Year 10 students will have exams next year so it is vital they keep up their 

learning time and do the work sent to them! 


